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Rye Town Supervisor/US Senate hopeful Joe Carvin has received his first endorsement from the Westchester County GOP, his hometown party organization. 

Westchester accounts for about 5.3 percent of the weighted convention vote. 

That leaves Carvin just under 20 percent more to go to land a slot on the ballot and less than four days to find it in, since the Republicans are scheduled to hold their nominating convention in Rochester this Friday. 

Carvin’s press release puts the most positive spin possible on this news, noting Westchester County is “considered a must-win” statewide political races, and is home to a number of prominent Democrats, including Gov. Andrew Cuomo and former President Bill Clinton and Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. 

The county has a significant Democrat-to-Republican enrollment advantage, but has been elected GOP leaders, including County Executive Rob Astorino, who won an upset victory over former Democratic Executive Andy Spano in 2009. 

“Joe Carvin the most electable statewide candidate in the Republican field and Westchester County overwhelmingly endorses his candidacy,” said Westchester County GOP Chairman Doug Colety. 

“Joe brings unique tools to this race – 30 years of businesses experience, international financial knowledge, rock solid conservative credentials as a Town Supervisor, and the ability to communicate with New York voters in five languages.”

“But more than that, Joe Carvin brings a laser focus on the issues that matter most to this electorate: job growth and long-term economic development in this country.”
Nassau County Comptroller George Maragos, who locked down early endorsements from his local county committee and that of neighboring Suffolk County, has already surpassed the 25 percent threshold, assuming all the counties that have endorsed him hang together and vote in a bloc.

Attorney Wendy Long as been wracking up GOP chair endorsements, but is still well shy of 25 percent. However, she appear to have a lock on the state Conservative Party’s backing when its members meet in NYC for their convention on March 19. 

The possibility of a three-way primary and a GOP-Conservative split has made some Republican county chairs so nervous about a re-do of 2010 that they’re looking for a consensus candidate and have approached Rep. Bob Turner to consider challenging Democratic Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand. 

Turner is flattered, according to his advisor E. O’Brien Murray, who also happens to be working on Carvin’s campaign. But he wants to wait until the House redistricting lines are out before making any decisions. 

As of right now, it looks like the special master’s maps are the default final product – unless, that is, the Senate and Assembly manage to resolve their differences before the end of the week. 
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